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(57) ABSTRACT

In an electric power steering system, rotation of a motor is
transmitted to a rack shaft via a drive pulley, a belt, a driven
pulley and a ball nut. A ball bearing and the driven pulley are
fitted to the outer periphery of the ball nut. A flange is formed
at a first end portion of the ball nut, and an internal thread
portion is formed at a second end portion of the ball nut. An
external thread member is connected to the internal thread
portion. The external thread member has an external thread
portion and a flange. By fastening the external thread portion
to the internal thread portion, the ball bearing and the driven
pulley are held between the two flanges.
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1
STEERING SYSTEM

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The disclosure of Japanese Patent Applications No. 2013-
117870 and No. 2013-120962 filed respectively on Jun. 4,
2013 and Jun. 7, 2013, each including the specification, draw-
ings and abstract is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a steering system.

2. Description of Related Art

There is a conventional electric power steering system
(hereinafter, referred to as “EPS”) that assists a driver’s steer-
ing operation by applying torque generated by a motor to a
steering mechanism of a vehicle. For example, an EPS
described in Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2011-88462 (JP 2011-88462 A) includes a rack-and-pinion
mechanism that serves as a steering mechanism. The rack-
and-pinion mechanism changes the orientation of wheels by
converting the rotation of a pinion caused by a steering opera-
tion into a liner motion of a rack shaft (steered shaft) meshed
with the pinion. The rack shaft is provided with a ball screw
mechanism that converts the rotation output from a motor into
a linear motion of the rack shaft. That is, the torque generated
by the motor is converted into an axial force of the rack shaft
in its axial direction, so that the steering operation is assisted.

Specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 9, in an EPS 100, the
torque generated by a motor 101 is transmitted to a rack shaft
106 via a drive pulley 102, a timing belt 103, a driven pulley
104 and a ball screw mechanism 105. The opposite ends of the
rack shaft 106 are connected to wheels via tie rods (not
illustrated).

The ball screw mechanism 105 includes a ball nut 107
screwed into a spiral groove 106« in the rack shaft 106 via
multiple balls. A first end portion of a cylindrical nut holder
108 that covers the outer periphery of the rack shaft 106 is
fitted to the outer peripheral face of the ball nut 107, and the
driven pulley 104 is fitted to the outer peripheral face of a
second end portion of the nut holder 108.

The ball nut 107 is held between a step portion 108a
formed in the inner peripheral face of the nut holder 108 and
a cylindrical external thread 109 screwed to an opening por-
tion of the nut holder 108, which is located on the opposite
side of the nutholder 108 from the driven pulley 104. Thus, an
axial displacement of the ball nut 107 and rotation of the ball
nut 107 relative to the nut holder 108 are restricted. A bolt 110
is screwed into the nut holder 108. The distal end of the bolt
110 is passed though the nut holder 108 in the radial direction
of'the nut holder 108, and is fastened to the outer periphery of
the ball nut 107. Thus, even if the external thread 109 is
loosened, the rotation of the ball nut 107 relative to the nut
holder 108 is restricted.

Three bearings 111, 112, 113 are interposed between the
outer peripheral face of the nut holder 108 and the inner
peripheral face of a casing 115. The nut holder 108, the ball
nut 107 and the external thread 109 rotate together with each
other in accordance with the rotation of the driven pulley 104.

In recent years, energy saving effect of EPSs including the
EPS described in JP 2011-88402 draw widespread attention,
and therefore the number of types of vehicles in which EPSs
are mounted has been increasing. On the other hand, there has
been a growing demand for more compact EPSs from the
viewpoint of enhancing the ease of mounting the EPSs in
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vehicles. However, in the EPS 100 described in JP 2011-
88462 A, the driven pulley 104, the two bearings 111, 112, the
bolt 110, the ball nut 107 and the external thread 109 are
arranged on the nut holder 108 along the axial direction of the
rack shaft 106. Thus, there are limitations to reduction of the
length of the EPS 10 in the axial direction of the rack shaft
106.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One object of the invention is to provide a steering system
that is more compact in the axial direction of a steered shaft.

A steering system according to an aspect of the invention
includes: a steered shaft that makes a linear motion in a
housing to steer steered wheels; a driving wheel that is dis-
posed in the housing, and that rotates about an axis extending
parallel to an axis of the steered shaft in response to driving of
a motor; a ball nut screwed to the steered shaft via multiple
balls, and supported via a bearing by an inner peripheral face
of the housing so as to be rotatable relative to the inner
peripheral face of the housing, the ball nut having a first end
portion and a second end portion, a first flange being formed
on an outer peripheral face of the first end portion and an
inner-diameter-increased portion being formed in an inner
peripheral face of the second end portion; a driven wheel
fitted on an outer periphery of the ball nut to transmit rotation
of the driving wheel to the ball nut; and a hollow connection
member including a connection portion inserted in and con-
nected to the inner-diameter-increased portion, and a second
flange. The bearing and the driven wheel are held between the
second flange and the first flange in an axial direction of the
steered shaft when the connection portion is connected to the
inner-diameter-increased portion.

According to the aspect of the invention, the bearing and
the driven wheel are secured to the outer peripheral face of the
ball nut by the first flange and the second flange. The bearing,
the driven wheel and the connection portion of the connection
member are overlapped with the ball nut in the axial direction
of'the steered shaft. Thus, it is possible to reduce the length of
the steering system in the axial direction of the steered shaft.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and further features and advantages of the
invention will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion of example embodiments with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like numerals are used to repre-
sent like elements and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front view of an electric power steering system
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view illustrating main por-
tions of the electric power steering system according to the
embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view illustrating an exter-
nal thread member and a restricting member in the embodi-
ment;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view illustrating the con-
figuration near a driven pulley and the external thread mem-
ber of the electric power steering system in the embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line 5-5 in FIG.
2;

FIG. 61is an exploded perspective view illustrating an exter-
nal thread member and a restricting member in another
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along the line 5-5 in FIG.
2 in the other embodiment;
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FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken along the line 5-5 in FIG.
2 in yet another embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 9 is an enlarged sectional view illustrating main por-
tions of a conventional electric power steering system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, a so-called rack parallel-type electric power
steering system according to an embodiment of the invention
will be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. A rack parallel-type electric power steering system is an
electric power steering system in which a steering assist
motor is disposed such that the axis of the steering assist
motor is parallel to a rack shaft.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, an electric power steering system
10 includes a housing 11 secured to a vehicle body (not
illustrated). The housing 11 is disposed such that a body 12
having a tubular shape extends in the lateral direction of the
vehicle body (the lateral direction in FIG. 1). A rack shaft 13
is passed through the body 12. Wheels (not illustrated) are
respectively coupled to the opposite ends of the rack shaft 13
via ball joints (not illustrated). As the rack shaft 13 moves in
its axial direction, the orientation of the wheels is changed.

The body 12 has a first accommodation portion 14 formed
at a position near the right end of the body 12. The first
accommodation portion 14 extends in a direction that
obliquely intersects with the axial direction of the body 12
(the lateral direction in FIG. 1). A pinion shaft 15 is inserted
in and rotatably supported by the first accommodation portion
14. Pinion teeth formed on an inner end portion of the pinion
shaft 15 are meshed with rack teeth formed on a portion of the
rack shaft 13 within a prescribed range located near the right
end of the rack shaft 13. An outer end portion of the pinion
shaft 15, which is located on the opposite side of the pinion
shaft 15 from the pinion teeth, is connected to a steering wheel
via a plurality of shafts (not illustrated). Thus, in response to
a steering operation, the rack shaft 13 makes a linear motion
in its axial direction. The torque that acts on the pinion shaft
15 in response to the steering operation is detected by a torque
sensor 16 provided on the first accommodation portion 14.

The body 12 has a second accommodation portion 17
formed at a position near the left end of the body 12. The
second accommodation portion 17 has a cylindrical portion
having a diameter larger than that of the body 12 and having
an upper portion that extends upward. A motor 18 is secured
to an upper right side wall of the second accommodation
portion 17. The motor 18 has an output shaft 18a that extends
along an axis that is parallel to the axis of the rack shaft 13,
and that is inserted into the second accommodation portion 17
through a side wall of the second accommodation portion 17.
A power conversion mechanism 20 is disposed in the second
accommodation portion 17. The output shaft 18a of the motor
18 is coupled to the power conversion mechanism 20. The
power conversion mechanism 20 converts the rotary motion
generated by the motor 18 into a linear motion of the rack
shaft 13. That is, the motion of the rack shaft 13 is assisted
with the use of the torque generated by the motor 18, so that
the driver’s steering operation is assisted. The motor 18 is
controlled by a controller (not illustrated) based on, for
example, a value detected by the torque sensor 16.

The configuration of the second accommodation portion
17 will be described in detail below. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the second accommodation portion 17 has a cylindrical sup-
port portion 21 and a stepped cylindrical cover member 22.
The support portion 21 is integrally formed with the left end
of the body 12. The support portion 21 has an upper portion
that extends upward from the body 12, and a hole 21aq is
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formed in a right side wall of the thus extended upper portion.
The output shaft 18a of the motor 18 is inserted into the hole
21a from the right side of the hole 21a. A left opening of the
support portion 21 is closed by the cover member 22. The
cover member 22 is secured to the support portion 21 with
bolts 23. The power conversion mechanism 20 is disposed in
a space defined between the support portion 21 and the cover
member 22.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the power conversion mechanism
20 includes a belt transmission mechanism 30 and a ball
screw mechanism 40. The belt transmission mechanism 30
transmits the rotary motion generated by the motor 18 to the
ball screw mechanism 40. The ball screw mechanism 40
coverts the rotary motion generated by the motor 18 and
transmitted by the belt transmission mechanism 30 into a
linear motion of the rack shaft 13.

The ball screw mechanism 40 includes a ball screw portion
41 formed in the rack shaft 13, a cylindrical ball nut 42 and
multiple balls 43.

The ball screw portion 41 is a portion of the outer periph-
eral face of the rack shaft 13, in which a ball screw groove 13a
is formed. The ball screw portion 41 is formed in a prescribed
range extending toward the right end of the rack shaft 13 from
the left end thereof.

The ball nut 42 is screwed to the ball screw portion 41 via
the multiple balls 43 so as to be movable back and forth. A
flange 424 is formed on the outer peripheral face of a first end
portion (the left end in FIG. 2) of the ball nut 42, and an
internal thread portion 424 is formed on the inner peripheral
face of a second end portion (the right end in FIG. 2) of the
ball nut 42. The internal thread portion 425 is formed in a
prescribed range extending in the axial direction of the ball
nut 42 from the right end of the ball nut 42. An inner diameter
D1 ofthe internal thread portion 425 is set larger than an inner
diameter D2 of the other portion of the ball nut 42 than the
internal thread portion 425. In response to the rotation of the
ball nut 42, the multiple balls 43 roll between the ball nut 42
and the ball screw portion 41.

A double row ball bearing 44 is secured to the outer periph-
eral face of the ball nut 42. The ball nut 42 is supported via the
ball bearing 44 by the housing 11 so as to be rotatable relative
to the housing 1, more specifically, supported via the bearing
44 by the inner peripheral face of the cover member 22 so as
to be rotatable relative to the inner peripheral face of the cover
member 22. The ball bearing 44 includes an inner ring 444, an
outer ring 445 and a plurality of balls 44¢. The inner ring 44a
is fitted to the outer peripheral face of the ball nut 42. The
outer ring 445 is fitted to the inner peripheral face of the cover
member 22. In response to the rotation of the ball nut 42, the
balls 44c¢ roll between the inner ring 44a and the outer ring
44b.

The belt transmission mechanism 30 includes a cylindrical
drive pulley 31, a cylindrical driven pulley 32 and an endless
belt 33.

The drive pulley 31 is secured to the output shaft 18a of the
motor 18. The driven pulley 32 is secured to the outer periph-
eral face of the ball nut 42. The driven pulley 32 and the ball
bearing 44 are arranged adjacent to each other. The ball bear-
ing 44 and the driven pulley 32 are arranged in this order from
the flange 424a-side of the ball nut 42. The belt 33 is looped
over the drive pulley 31 and the driven pulley 32. Thus, the
rotary motion generated by the motor 18 is transmitted to the
ball nut 42 via the drive pulley 31, the belt 33 and the driven
pulley 32. The drive pulley 31 and the driven pulley 32 are
toothed pulleys (timing pulleys) each having teeth formed on
its outer peripheral face. The belt 33 is a toothed belt (timing
belt) having teeth formed on its inner peripheral face.
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A configuration for securing the ball bearing 44 and the
driven pulley 32 will be described below. As illustrated in
FIG. 2, the ball bearing 44 and the driven pulley 32 are
secured to the ball nut 42 by fastening an external thread
member 51 into the internal thread portion 425 of the ball nut
42.

The external thread member 51 has a cylindrical hollow an
external thread portion 51a and an annular flange 515 formed
on the outer periphery of an end portion of the external thread
member 51, the end portion being located adjacent to the
external thread portion 51a. The flange 515 has an outer
diameter that is set larger an outer diameter of the ball nut 42.
Thus, the flange 515 is allowed to abut against one side face of
the driven pulley 32 in the axial direction of the ball nut 42.

The inner ring 44a of the ball bearing 44 and the driven
pulley 32 are held between the flange 42a of the ball nut 42
and the flange 515 of the external thread member 51 in the
axial direction of the ball nut 42. By fastening the external
thread portion 51a of the external thread member 51 to the
internal thread portion 425 of the ball nut 42, the inner ring
44a is pressed against a right side face of the flange 424 of the
ball nut 42 via the driven pulley 32 by the flange 515 of the
external thread member 51. Because the inner ring 44a and
the driven pulley 32 are held between the two flanges 42a,
514, the position of the ball bearing 44 (the inner ring 44a) in
the axial direction with respect to the ball nut 42 is fixed.

An annular support member 61 is interposed between the
outer ring 445 and an opening end face of the support portion
21, and an annular support member 62 is interposed between
the outer ring 445 and an annular step portion 22a formed in
the inner bottom face of the cover member 22. Because the
outer ring 445 is held between the support portion 21 and the
cover member 22 via the support member 61 and the support
member 62, the axial position of the ball bearing 44 (outer
ring 44b) with respect to the cover member 22 is fixed.

In the present embodiment, in order to restrain the external
thread member 51 from coming off the ball nut 42, the fol-
lowing configuration is adopted.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, four rectangular holes 71a to 71d
are formed in the external thread portion 51a, at positions
near the distal end of the external thread portion 51a. The
holes 71a to 71d are arranged at angular intervals of 90°
around the axis of the external thread member 51.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, an annular groove 72 is formed in
the internal thread portion 425 of the ball nut 42, at a position
near the inner bottom face of the ball nut 42. When the
external thread portion 51a is screwed into the internal thread
portion 425 up to such a position that the ball bearing 44 and
the driven pulley 32 are held between the two flanges 42a,
514, the position of the groove 72 and the positions of the
holes 71a to 71d coincide with each other in the axial direc-
tion of the ball nut 42. In the state where these positions
coincide with each other, a restricting member 73 is set inside
the external thread portion 51a.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the restricting member 73 is
formed by bending a single metal wire so as to have a C-shape
as a whole. The restricting member 73 has four protrusions
73a to 73d and three connection portions 74a to 74c¢. The
protrusions 73a to 73d each have a U-shape that is open
toward the axis of the restricting member 73, which coincides
with the axis of the external thread member 51. The connec-
tion portions 74a to 74c¢ are each curved in a circular arc-
shape so as to conform to the inner peripheral face of the
external thread portion 51a.

A first end of the protrusion 73a is a free end. A second end
of'the protrusion 73« and a first end of the protrusion 735 are
connected to each other by the connection portion 74a. A
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second end of the protrusion 735 and a first end of the pro-
trusion 73¢ are connected to each other by the connection
portion 74b. A second end of the protrusion 73¢ and a first end
of the protrusion 73d are connected to each other by the
connection portion 74¢. A second end of the protrusion 73d is
a free end.

In order to set the restricting member 73 inside the external
thread member 51, the restricting member 73 is inserted into
the external thread member 51 from an opening located on the
opposite side of the external thread member 51 from the
flange 515 while the restricting member 73 is elastically
deformed such that the diameter of the restricting member 73
is reduced, and then the protrusions 73a to 73d are inserted
respectively into the holes 71a to 71d from the inside of the
external thread portion 51a.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, after the restricting member 73 is
fitted inside the external thread member 51, tip ends of the
protrusions 73a to 73d are slightly protruded from the outer
peripheral face (more specifically, tooth tips) of the external
thread portion 51a and are inserted in the internal thread
portion 425 of the ball nut 42. Because the protrusions 73a to
73d abut against inner side faces of the respective holes 71a to
71d (each of the holes 71a to 714 has two inner side faces that
are opposed to each other in the circumferential direction of
the external thread portion 51a), rotation of the external
thread member 51 relative to the ball nut 42 (the internal
thread portion 4254) is restricted. Thus, the external thread
member 51 is restrained from being loosened. Further,
because the protrusions 73a to 73d abut respectively against
inner side faces of the respective holes 71a to 71d (each of the
holes 71a to 72d has two inner faces that are opposed to each
other in the axial direction of the external thread portion 51a),
the ball nut 42 is restrained from being displaced in the
direction along the axis of the ball nut 42. Thus, even if the
external thread member 51 is accidentally loosened, the exter-
nal thread member 51 is restrained from coming off the ball
nut 42.

The toothed pulley usually does not have a crown (a higher
middle portion) unlike a flat pulley. Therefore, the belt may be
slipped to one side in the axial direction of the pulley due to,
for example, the parallelism of the axis, or characteristics
inherent to the belt. Thus, in order to restrain the belt 33 from
coming off the driven pulley 32, the following configuration
is adopted in the present embodiment.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, a first flange 81 and a second flange
82 are provided on the opposite sides of the driven pulley 32
in the axial direction of the driven pulley 32. The first flange
81 is provided at an end portion of the driven pulley 32, the
end portion being located on the opposite side of the driven
pulley 32 from the flange 515. The first flange 81 has an
annular shape. The first flange 81 is fitted to a small-diameter
portion (step portion) 324 that is formed in an end portion of
the driven pulley 32, the end portion being located on the ball
bearing 44 side. By swaging a portion of the small-diameter
portion 32a, to which the first flange 81 is fitted, the first
flange 81 is secured to the small-diameter portion 32a.

The second flange 82 also has an annular shape. The second
flange 82 is formed on the flange 515 of the external thread
member 51. In the state where the inner ring 44a and the
driven pulley 32 are sandwiched between the two flanges 42a,
5154 by fastening the external thread portion 51a of the exter-
nal thread member 51 into the internal thread portion 4256 of
the ball nut 42, the second flange 82 fulfills the function of
preventing the belt 33 from coming off the driven pulley 32,
in cooperation with the first flange 81.

The action of the configuration for securing the ball bear-
ing 44 and the driven pulley 32 will be described below. The
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ball bearing 44 and the driven pulley 32 are fitted on the outer
peripheral face of the ball nut 42. By fastening the external
thread portion 51a of the external thread member 51 to the
internal thread portion 425 of the ball nut 42, the ball bearing
44 and the driven pulley 32 are secured to the ball nut 42 while
being sandwiched between the two flanges 42a, 515b. That is,
the ball bearing 44 and the driven pulley 32 are overlapped
with the ball nut 42 on the outside of the ball nut 42, and the
external thread portion 514 is overlapped with the ball nut 42
on the inside of the ball nut 42, in the axial direction of the
rack shaft 13.

Thus, the EPS 10 in the present embodiment is more com-
pact in the axial direction of the rack shaft 13, than the
conventional EPS 100 illustrated in FIG. 9, in which the
driven pulley 104, the two bearings 111, 112, the bolt 110, the
ball nut 107 and the external thread 109 are arranged in the
axial direction of the rack shaft 106. This is because the ball
bearing 44, the driven pulley 32 and the external thread por-
tion 51a are disposed within a range of the ball nut 42.
Further, a member that connects the ball nut 107 to driven
pulley 104 located apart from the ball nut 107, such as the nut
holder 108 as illustrated in FIG. 9, is no longer necessary.
Accordingly, it is possible to simplify the configuration of the
EPS.

The restricting member 73 that prevents the external thread
member 51 from coming off the ball nut 42 is set inside the
external thread portion 51a. Thus, the installation space is
smaller than that when the restricting member 73 is disposed
outside the ball nut 42. The restricting member 73 is formed
by plastically deforming a metal wire into a C-shape. Thus,
the restricting member 73 is easily deformed elastically in its
radial direction. Thus, the restricting member 73 is easily set
inside the external thread portion 51a.

The second flange 82 that restrains the belt 33 from coming
off the driven pulley 32 is integrally formed with the flange
515 of the external thread member 51. Thus, the number of
components is smaller than that in the case where the second
flange 82 is formed independently from the external thread
member 51, as in the case where the first flange 81 is formed
independently from the driven pulley 32. Further, a work of
attaching the second flange 82 to the driven pulley 32, like a
work of attaching the first flange 81 to the driven pulley 32, is
not necessary. Thus, the number of man-hours required for
the assembly is reduced.

According to the present embodiment, the following
advantageous effects are obtained. The ball bearing 44 and
the driven pulley 32 are secured to the outer peripheral face of
the ball nut 42 by the flange 42a of the ball nut 42 and the
flange 515 of the external thread member 51 screwed into the
internal thread portion 4256 of the ball nut 42. Because the
driven pulley 32, the ball bearing 44 and the external thread
portion 51q are all overlapped with the ball nut 42 in its axial
direction, it is possible to reduce the length of the power
conversion mechanism 20 and thus the length ofthe EPS 10 in
the axial direction of the rack shaft 13. Thus, the ease of
mounting the EPS 10 in a vehicle is enhanced.

The second flange 82 that restrains the belt 33 from coming
off the driven pulley 32 is integrally formed with the external
thread member 51. Thus, the number of components is
smaller than that in the case where the second flange 82 is
formed independently from the external thread member 51.
As aresult, the number of man-hours required for the assem-
bly is reduced.

The restricting member 73 that restrains the external thread
member 51 from coming off the ball nut 42 is set inside the
external thread portion 51a of the external thread member 51.
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Thus, it is possible to obtain the compact external thread
member 51 with a coming-off preventing function.

The protrusions 73a to 73d of the restricting member 73 are
passed through the holes 71a to 71d of the external thread
member 51 from the inside of the external thread portion 51a,
and are inserted into the groove 72 formed in the internal
thread portion 4256 of the ball nut 42. Because the protrusions
73a to 73d are engaged with the groove 72 in the axial direc-
tion of the rack shaft 13, the external thread member 51 is
restrained from being displaced relative to the ball nut 42 in
the axial direction of the ball nut 42. Thus, even if the external
thread member 51 is loosened, the external thread member 51
does not come off the ball nut 42.

Therestricting member 73 is formed by plastically deform-
ing a metal wire into a C-shape. Thus, the restricting member
73 is easily deformed elastically in its radial direction. Thus,
the restricting member 73 is easily attached to or detached
from the external thread member 51.

Note that, the embodiment described above may be modi-
fied as follows. In the embodiment described above, the pro-
trusions 73a to 73d of the restricting member 73 are passed
through the holes 71a to 71d of the external thread portion
51a and then engaged with the groove 72 of the internal thread
portion 42b, so that the external thread member 51 is
restrained from coming off the driven pulley 32. Alterna-
tively, the following configuration may be adopted.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, instead of the holes 71a to 714,
grooves 91a to 914 are formed in the external thread portion
51a. The grooves 91a to 914, which are cutouts, are formed in
the peripheral wall at the distal end of the external thread
portion 51a, and are opened at the distal end face of the
external thread portion 51a.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, instead of the annular groove 72,
four recesses 92a to 92d are formed in the inner peripheral
face of the internal thread portion 4256. Then, the external
thread portion 51a is screwed into the internal thread portion
42b such that the ball bearing 44 and the driven pulley 32 are
sandwiched between the two flanges 42a, 515 and the posi-
tions of the recesses 92a to 92d respectively coincide with the
positions of the grooves 91a to 91d of the external thread
portion 51a in both the radial and axial directions of the ball
nut 42. In this state, the restricting member 73 is fitted to the
external thread portion 51a from the inside of the external
thread portion 51a. The protrusions 73a to 73d of the restrict-
ing member 73 are respectively inserted into the grooves 91a
to 91d from the inside of the external thread portion 51a and
are then engaged with the recesses 924 to 92d formed in the
inner peripheral face of the internal thread portion 425. With
this configuration as well, the protrusions 73a to 73d are
engaged respectively with the recesses 92a to 924, so that the
rotation of the external thread member 51 is restricted. Thus,
it is possible to restrict loosening of the external thread mem-
ber 51.

In the embodiment described above, the restricting mem-
ber 73 formed by plastically deforming a metal wire into a
C-shape is used. However, a C-shaped snap ring 93 may be
adopted, instead of the restricting member 73. As illustrated
in FIG. 8, two protrusions 93a, 935 that extend radially out-
ward are formed at the opposite end portions of the C-shaped
snap ring 93. A single hole 94 through which the two protru-
sions 93a, 935 are passed is formed in the external thread
portion 51a, and a single groove 95 in which the two protru-
sions 93a, 935 are inserted is formed in the inner peripheral
face of the internal thread portion 425. With this configuration
as well, the two protrusions 93a, 935 are passed through the
hole 94 and engaged with the groove 95, so that both the
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rotation and axial displacement of the external thread mem-
ber 51 is restricted. A general-purpose product may be used as
the C-shaped snap ring 93.

In the embodiment described above, a toothed drive pulley,
a toothed driven pulley and a toothed belt are used respec-
tively as the drive pulley 31, the driven pulley 32 and the belt
33. Alternatively, a flat belt and flat pulleys that have no teeth
may be used respectively as the belt 33, and the drive pulley
31 and the driven pulley 32.

Instead of the belt transmission mechanism 30, a chain
transmission mechanism may be used. In this case, the drive
pulley 31, the driven pulley 32 and the belt 33 are replaced
respectively with a drive sprocket, a driven sprocket and a
roller chain. The driven sprocket is held, together with the ball
bearing 44, between the two flanges 42a, 515 to be secured to
the ball nut 42. Note that, the external thread member 51 need
not be provided with the flange 514.

A gear transmission mechanism may be used instead of the
belt transmission mechanism 30. In this case, for example, the
drive pulley 31 and the driven pulley 32 are replaced respec-
tively with a drive spur gear and a driven spur gear, and the
drive spur gear and the driven spur gear are meshed with each
other. The driven spur gear is held, together with the ball
bearing 44, between the two flanges 42a, 515 to be secured to
the ball nut 42. Note that, external thread member 51 need not
be provided with the flange 514.

In the embodiment described above, the ball nut 42 is
supported by the inner peripheral face of the housing 11 via
the ball bearing 44, which is a kind of rolling bearings, so as
to be rotatable relative to the inner peripheral face of the
housing 11. However, other kinds of rolling bearings, such as
a roller bearing, may be used instead of the ball bearing 44.

In the embodiment described above, the external thread
member 51 is fastened to the internal thread portion 4256 of the
ball nut 42 in order to secure the ball bearing 44 and the driven
pulley 32 to the ball nut 42. Alternatively, the following
methods of securing the ball bearing 44 and the driven pulley
32 to the nut 42 may be adopted instead of screw-tightening.
The ball bearing 44 and the driven pulley 32 may be secured
to the ball nut 42 by bonding, press-fitting, spline-connection
(fitting), or the like. That is, the method of securing the ball
bearing 44 and the driven pulley 32 to the ball nut 42 is not
particularly limited, as long as the ball bearing 44 and the
driven pulley 32 are held by the two flanges 424, 515. When
the ball bearing 44 and the driven pulley 32 are secured to the
ball nut 42 by bonding or press-fitting, neither thread ridges
nor thread grooves need to be formed on the outer peripheral
face of the external thread portion 41 and the inner peripheral
face of the internal thread portion 426. When the ball bearing
44 and the driven pulley 32 are secured to the ball nut 42 by
spline-fitting, the relative rotation between the ball nut 42 and
the driven pulley 32 is appropriately restricted.

The invention may be applied to a so-called rack-cross-
type electric power steering in which the axis of a motor
extends in a direction that crosses the axis of a rack shaft. In
the embodiment described above, the invention is applied to
the electric power steering system 10 in which the operation
of'the rack shaft 13 that makes a linear motion in response to
a driver’s steering operation is assisted with the use of torque
generated by the motor 18. However, the invention may be
applied to a steer-by-wire (SBW) steering system. The steer-
by-wire steering system does not have a mechanical connec-
tion between a steering wheel and steered wheels, and a
driver’s operation of the steering wheel is transmitted, in the
form of electronic signals, to a steering actuator. The steering
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actuator includes a motor, and for example, the belt transmis-
sion mechanism 30 and the ball screw mechanism 40, as the
power conversion mechanism 20 that converts the rotary
motion generated by the motor into a linear motion of steered
shaft (ball screw shaft).

When the invention is applied to the steer-by-wire steering
system, the steering system according to the invention may be
adopted not only as a front wheel steering system, but also as
a rear wheel steering system or a four wheel steering system
(4WS).

What is claimed is:

1. A steering system comprising:

a steered shaft that makes a linear motion in a housing to
steer steered wheels;

a driving wheel that is disposed in the housing, and that
rotates about an axis extending parallel to an axis of the
steered shaft in response to driving of a motor;

a ball nut screwed to the steered shaft via multiple balls,
and supported via a bearing by an inner peripheral face
of the housing so as to be rotatable relative to the inner
peripheral face of the housing, the ball nut having a first
end portion and a second end portion, a first flange being
formed on an outer peripheral face of the first end por-
tion and an inner-diameter-increased portion being
formed in an inner peripheral face of the second end
portion;

a driven wheel fitted on an outer periphery of the ball nut to
transmit rotation of the driving wheel to the ball nut;

a hollow connection member including a connection por-
tion inserted in and connected to the inner-diameter-
increased portion, and a second flange; and

a restricting member disposed along an inner peripheral
face of the connection member, wherein

the bearing and the driven wheel are held between the
second flange and the first flange in an axial direction of
the steered shaft when the connection portion is con-
nected to the inner-diameter-increased portion, and

the restricting member has at lease one protrusion passed
through the connection portion and engaged with a
groove formed in an inner peripheral face of the inner-
diameter-increased portion, in the axial direction.

2. The steering system according to claim 1, wherein:

the connection portion is an external thread portion, and the
inner-diameter-increased portion is an internal thread
portion; and

when the external thread portion is screwed into the inter-
nal thread portion, the ball nut and the connection mem-
ber are connected to each other and the bearing and the
driven wheel are held between the first flange and the
second flange in the axial direction.

3. The steering system according to claim 1, wherein:

the driving wheel is a drive pulley, and the driven wheel is
a driven pulley to which rotation of the driving wheel is
transmitted through an endless belt looped over the drive
pulley and the driven pulley;

two flanges that restrain the belt from coming off the driven
pulley are respectively provided on opposite sides of the
driven pulley in the axial direction; and

one of the flanges is formed on the second flange.

4. The steering system according to claim 1, wherein:

the motor is secured to an outer side of the housing; and

the motor has an axis extending parallel to the axis of the
steered shaft.



